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REMARKS 



Claims 1-30 are pending in the application. Claims 1, 9, 13, 16, 24 and 28 are 
independent claims. Claims 1-30 stand rejected. Applicants herein amend claim 1. Further 
review and consideration is respectfully requested. 



Claim Objections 

Claim 1 stands rejected to because of an informality. Applicants have amended claim 
1 and respectfully submit that the objection is overcome. 

Statement of Common Ownership 

Application 10/401,214 to Narayanan and Application No. 10/692,515 to Applicants 
were, at the time the invention of the present application was made, owned by Microsoft 
Corporation. This statement is evidenced by the copies of the Assignment records for both 
Application 10/401,214 to Narayanan and Application No. 10/692,515 to Applicants 
submitted herewith. 



Claim Rejections 35 USC §103 
Claims 1, 2, 5-9, 13-17, 20-24, and 28-30 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) over U.S. Patent No. 6,694,336 ("Multer") in view of U.S. Application No. 
10/401,214 ("Narayanan"). 

With respect to claim 1 , Applicants respectfully submit that Narayanan can not be 
used as prior art in combination with Multer under 35 U.S.C. § 103(c) which states that 
"subject matter developed by another person, which qualifies as prior art only under one or 
more of subsections (e), (f), and (g) of section 102 of this title, shall not preclude patentability 
under this section where the subject matter and the claimed invention were, at the time the 
claimed invention was made, owned by the same person or subject to an obligation of 
assignment to the same person." As stated above, Narayanan and the present application 
were assigned to Microsoft Corporation at the time they were invented and since Narayanan 
is not prior art under subsection (a), (b), or (c) of section 102 it can not be used in a 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) rejection. 
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In the Office Action the Examiner admitted that Multer fails to teach "each instance 
of the storage platform including a base schema and a mechanism configured to extend the 
base schema to define a schema for the data, and divide the data into programmably defined 
change units based on the schema for the data, wherein a change unit is a smallest piece of 
schema that is individually tracked by each instance of the storage platform and the size of a 
change unit is adjustable." Since Multer fails to teach at least the above stated element, and 
the use of Narayanan is improper, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the 
rejection of claim 1. 

Independent claims 9, 13, 16, 24 and 28 recite similar elements to that of claim 1 and 
patentably define over the art of record for at least similar reasons as claim 1 . Accordingly, 
Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the rejections of claims 9, 13, 16, 24 and 



Dependent claims 2-8, 10-12, 14, 15, 17-23, 25-27, 29 and 30 depend directly or 
indirectly from claims 1, 9, 13, 16, 24 or 28 and patentably define over the art of record for at 
least similar reasons as claim 1 . Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration 
of the rejections of claims 2-8, 10-12, 14, 15, 17-23, 25-27, 29 and 30. 



28. 
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CONCLUSION 

In the view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, Applicants respectfully submit 
that the present application is in condition for allowance. Reconsideration of the application 
and an early Notice of Allowance are respectfully requested. In the event that the Examiner 
cannot allow the application for any reason, the Examiner is encouraged to contact 
Applicants' representative. 



Date: March 5, 2008 



Woodcock Washburn LLP 
Cira Centre 

2929 Arch Street, 12th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-2891 
Telephone: (215) 568-3100 
Facsimile: (215) 568-3439 



/David M. Platz/ 
David M. Platz 
Registration No. 60,013 
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